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POLITICAL. 
GENERAL. 


The Malwa Akhbdr, of the 28th March, says that it is 
rumoured that the English Government is considering the 
question of monopolising the entire opium trade, so as to 
divert the large revenues derived by the native States from 
the production of opium to its own treasures. If the Govern- 
ment really does this, the native States would be deprived of 
half their revenues. 


The Kashi Patrika, of the 31st ee ‘says that the closing 
remarks of Sir John Strachey in his budget speech. clearly 
betray his partiality for his own countrymen. His policy 
is that the Government’ should subordinate the interests of 
the natives to those of.the English. If this is really the policy 
of the Government, the Indian: cotten-mill owners would soon 
be ruined. They are not yet able to compete with the 
English cotton-mill owners in point of cheapness, and in case. 
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the import duties on cotton goods are abolished, they would 
be driven out of the market, Lord Lytton is also inglined to 
Sevourtes speedy abolition of these duties. 


 (m The Aligarh Institute Gasette, of the 30th March, referring 
to the controversy lately held in the House of Commons 
between Sir George Campbell and Lord George Hamilton 
regarding the propriety or otherwise af the title of Qaisar-i- 
Hind as the vernacular version of the English title “‘ Empress 
of India,” remarks that the translation stands in need of 


- rectification. . It is. to be regretted that; the Government of 
India did not consult educated natives at the time of adopting 
‘this translation and thus fell into an error. The word Qaisar 


is not of Arabic origin. It is a corruption of the word Casar 
which neither means a king nor an emperor, but which was 
the name given to Julius Cesar at the time of birth, and was 
continued to all the subsequent.emperors of Rome. The word 
Qaisar has no doubt been adopted into the Arabic language, 
but strictly confined in application to the rulers of Turkey, 
The non-Arabic origin of the word Qaisar is also apparent 
from the fact that the plural of ‘Qaisar is Qaydsrat. Next the 


word Bind is, strictly speaking, | applicable to the country 
i and) the Panjab... It is waly. iy convention that the 
word Hind is made ¢corextensive with India. The word Hip; 
distati, meaning a group as it, were of Hinds, is far more,.cor- 
rectly applicable to India than Hind. Thug all things consi- 
dered, Shahinshah-i-Hindistan or Hindustan is a far better 
bie of the phrase Empress of India than Qaisar-i-Hind. 

The Shahinshah-i-Hindustan is also a happy version in another 
way. For as it is usually applied to the en Emperors 


of India the hatives are quits familiar witts it, 


The Rabbar-i-Hind, of the Slat March, says that the sien 
site in the limit of: age from 21-+a 19 years for the candidates 
to thé ¢ivil- service examinations will press. very hard on the 
native candidates. It shonld be obseryed that the natives 
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labour under pecoliar disadvantages) as ‘compared ‘with Eig: 


lishmons «A native-student has to devdie'a ling term of years 
to acquire a tolerable proficieney in the English languase ae 
it is quite 4 foreign language tohim. Tho enervatihg chmate 
of Thdiw ‘dees tot permit him! te 'étady rds Wed kei w of 
séveral Tiistarices in whieh hard study Nas led: toh ‘ipromatitre 
déath.: The ivnoraiice: of ‘his parents: and’ the super 
eastoms df the dountry ‘are “also 4 great obstacle in the way 


of his rapid ‘progress. An’ experisive and lotio journéy ‘to 


Engidhd at an: early ‘age presents ‘no incottsiderable difficulty 
to him. It will thus:be seen that even the limit of 21 years 
was too low for the natives.* The policy of ‘the Government 
has naturally raised suspicions in the minds ‘of the: natives. 
The Government of India once issued’a good. rule that. one 


native student from every provinee would be sent to England 
to prosecute his studies at the public expense, but that: rule — 


was soon,abrogated. - The Government has. now lowered. the 
limit of age. : Our societies and’ associations, following ; the 
example of our enlightened brethren the Bengalis, should 
appeal .to the Government protesting agamst the change. 
The civil service examination. should in fact: be held in India. 


When a young civilian lands for the first time on the shores of 


India, he is like. a wild man among the natives. _He' can 
neither speak nor understand their language; the result: of 
which is that he cannot. properly administer justice. If a 
journey to England be deemed indispensably necessary for a 


member of the covenanted civil service, the native students 


after passing the civil service examination in. India might be 


required | to proceed to ‘England cat the public expense and 
spend, two or three years there to gain experience. 


$ 7" 
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A carvespondent of the Ravivaclan Siidha, of the sida 


J waving (received on the 3rd April), after dtutieratitg ‘sotte 
of the ‘benefits whieh have’ accrued to: the: pedpld of India 


from the transfer of the‘reins of Government from: the hands 
of the Bast India Company to those:of Her Majesty sincs the 


mutiny, remarks that the:assumption of the imperial tithe by 
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Her. Majesty which was proclaimed with great eclat.on tha:dst 


of January,-1877, at-Delhi, has not beén so-béneficial as it: was 
expected. No substantial benefits have been: conferred: on: the 
natives, In-honour of the great occasion an increase of terri- 
tory should' have -been granted. to one or two: native’ States 


‘distinguished for their good administration.:: The»; titles. :of 


some of those gentlemen who enjoy the title ‘of Raja: should 

have been ‘made significant by endowing them with estates. 

All- race: distinction should -have: ceased to be recognised. 

the natives also should have been — to enone 
; NATIVE STATES)! (RT. 


e correspondent of the Panjabi Akhbar, of the 31st March, 


writing from Jaipur, regrets to ‘mention that the Government 


is going to prohibit the manufacture of the Khari-éalt'in ‘the 
Jaipur State. The Agent has been staying in Jaipur:for the 
last fortnight for the purpose ‘of making arrangements to 
give éffect to the measure. The darbar does’not care so mach 
for the pecuniary ' loss which if will itself suffer, as for the 
poor ‘inanufaecturers'of salt who will be deprived’of their means 
of ‘livelihood. The ‘officers of the State are also displeased 
with the proposal of the Government to ‘take: into-its. own 
hands‘the management of the customs department’so far:as 
it'relates to salt. © They ‘look upon this as an encroachment, 
arid feat that the Government may in course of time bezin 
to interfere in other departments ‘also, such as’ the judicial, 
the executive, and’ this the tell of the State would soon 


disappear. | Bale ge rvti 


The Riyae-ul- Akhbar, of the 1st April, in continuation of 
the article noticed in the Selections for the week ending the 
3rd March, 1877, page 145; says that the worldly success of a 
native depends :on ‘the kindness of Kuropean officers, - For 
one who is ambitious of honour and wealth, it is a matter of 
necessity that. he-should ‘ingratiate himself withthe letter. 
As soon as it-is heard that a: new Deputy Commissiéner.is 
coming ‘to:the‘district, a native of this-class should keep-dalis | 
ia readiness for him. When he goes to pay-a visit to the 
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‘Deputy. Commissioner, his firat-coneern shoukt-ba to! win ord 
the orderly with smoothiand courtequs expressions, ,. As -s0oh 
‘as he: reaches. the-vorandah he should: put off: his:shoes,. daem- 
ing. the: carpet, of the: Deputy:Commissioner’s! house, eyen 
though it: be nothing more than common: jail-matting,.as noth- 
ing: less than the heavens,.;:On entering: the: house, he should 
make:alow bow, approaching a prostration; and begin to fawn 
on‘the officer from that moment. > On’ his retatn from: the visit 
he should gratify: the greed of the. orderly ‘ with-a, handsome 
gift.. In this way a private. interview with the Deputy: Com- 
missioner may be.obtained, though-at a large expense of money 
and. a. shen self respect.on. the. part of the, nines. sy 
© CABUL.. 


The: Aligark Institute 6 Gisieta, of the 30th March, lock’ upon 
its contemporaries as éntirely mistaken im*considering the — 
Afghan: State far more powerful than it was before. For his 
present increased-greatness the Amir is wholly: indebted. to 
the English Government. Hehas-been regularly receiving 
an annual grant of twelve lakhs of rupees .and. occasional:.aid 
in. the:shape:of arms. from our Government.’ His. rale icon- 
tinues to.be.as despotic as ever, © Any of his. counsellors, who 
are usually the wild sardars of the hills, can-commit,a-murder 
at the very foot of the throne. There is‘‘no unity, no ‘protec- 
tion of life and property in Afghanistan. But, of course; the 
best policy for our Government.at presenti is not to go tq: war 
with the Amir but to win him-over with:money. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, on es 


e A asictpiuidont of the Oudh Akhbar: of the let Apri pro- 
tests against the recent order of the Government roling that, 
no native will be appointed an Extra Assistant/Commissioner, 
Assistant or Distriet Superintendent of Police, unless’ he’ pos-— 
sesses a good knowledge of: ‘English. * ‘This order will unfor- 
tunately debar: from “prometion’ ‘those’ nati vé' officers ‘who, 
throngh long:and: laborious “ ‘servides,. have established their 
claims to advancement.’ '- For a satisfactory’ discharge of the 
duties connected with any'of thesé offices, a ‘knowledge ofthe 


ne, a, 


Engligh language is not neoesaary. » iA native: Eavtust Assistehlt 
Commissioner thoreughly :undetatands dhe Jangudgel of dhe 
native snitors with, whorh he, has, to deal. ». Oar the combramy pat 
should. haye h¢en ruled ;that withont,a thorough-knowledge of 
the vemaoular no. European, willbe appointed: to. any: offen, 
eeatse sueho knowledge is.indispensable for the propem! per- 
forznance, of his, duties, 1tis to-be:regretted that the:Govarn- 

ment, goes.en to, make the conditions stricter for the:native 
cardidates for.the publie sefvice the more: — endeawowr -4b 


see! ‘themselves for it, iG isp are f°. FF) ais r fy i itor 
. - Fhe same paper. remarks that the esienaipiad ‘OF: Owan' from 


the license tax which: will bs levied on certain trades and dall- 
ings in the North-Western’ Provinces from the 1st of A pril, 
1877, is:an earnest of thdsé great benefits which will aeerue to 
QOudh, from the amalgamation of the two provinces:: ’ There is 
no obvious. reason why Qudh should have: enjéyed: an -inintt- 
nity from the payment of the license tax. The-peeple ¢f:Oudh 
are wholly indebted to Sir- George Couper for this act: of spd 
cial favour. . It is a mistake to blame Sir George Couper fur 
the reductions effected by: him in Oudh... He is merely earry- 
ing ont the wishes of the Supreme Government,.and every 
thing is. being, done with its approval... We should remember 
that he had uo personal interest in the administrative union 
of the North-Western Provirices. and Oudh; which has'on the 
contrary. entailed pen him a large amount ef extra work with- 
out the least, additional. remuneration. | Ht:is well that: the - 
3 amalgamation has been effected in the time.of one who from 


his long connection with the Peony of Oudh anata sympa 
thises with them, See sods ean 


4 The: Nyrub Abed, ms ve let eatiade in. an seid aia 
« Sir John Strachey,’* says that,this, gentleman‘appears te: be 
di. Joyal patriot of his ownjcountry;. His, measures -obvioualy 
seem to have a, tendency. to enhanee, the power and’ prosperity 
of England, and to,keep. India. in; its present weak aiid misera- 
ble atate. ., $5 He. does not like to. sad ithe, natives: Improve: their 
circumstances. We remember that he once observed in ré- 


ference to, the revenue. settlement in the North. estorn: Pror. Nuar- ul- 


vinces: that the-assessment was light, by which; he: apparently, 
meant that it-should bave ‘been. very: strict ;. and. accordingly , 
in. some places this-has been done, ,.Ha was also, not, favonr- 
ably. disposed towards the. education: department." We are now. 
indebted to him for the trade ‘licensing bill which i is. about;to: 
come into. force. This. Act will prove'very. injurious. to the 
welfare.of the people. True, Sir John Strachey. issned an 
order that a larger number of offices in the police department 
should be given to the natives. But this order was calculated 
to benefit only.a particular class of the people, whereas the 
ruinous consequences of the heavy assessment and the license 
tax will extend to the people at large. The editor. then la- 
menting , the decay of all trades and professions . since the 
establishment of the British rule in India calls upon the Go- 
vernn.ent to. encourage traders and artisans by. pecuniary « aid, 
He concurs , with Sir John Strachey and Lord Lytton i in re- 
commending the reread of the physical sciences to the. native 
students. — 
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the | Khair Khwah-i- Alain; bf the ard -spril: saveiting 
to the’ enactment of the Trade Licensing: Act, expresses 
its astonishment at the imposition of a new: license’ tax: 
The taxed already paid by the people are sufficiently ruin- 
ous, justice would demand that as the power of the. Govern- 
mént is increasing, the Government shculd extend ‘greater 
jtidulgences towards the people. In honour of the assump- 
tion of the imperial tittle by Her Majesty, the barden 
of taxation should have been lessened and not aggravated. 


The weakness of the people is, in the long run, the weakness: 
of the Government. The natives are weak and poor, ~’They: 


have been. disarmed,” and: have’ thus lost all their military 


strength. The ever increasing taxation is ‘secretly working as 


a, canker 'in the ‘riches of the:country. If. the Government, 


refusing to be guided by. the whims and fancies of the legis- 
lative council, endeavours to ascertain the. actual condition 


of the-people, it wilt be. easily: convinced of the weakness 
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and hoverty of the’ ihn tira ‘Tf the finaniods of ‘the atate have 
stiffered ary “slight injury by a fall in thé valde of silver atid 
the” heavy’ éxpérises of thé Inte Delhi darbat,’ the’ loss’ shold 
be made up oneé for all by exacting | a tax, Baty” at the rate of four: 
annas per head, from the thirty” crores of mén who’ inhabit’ 
India. Lord Northbrook : nipped 1 in'thé bud ‘the incor’ ‘tax 
which origi nated with the late Lord Mayo. Lord Lytton should 
carry home with him 4 good name by doing good to the people. 


The Shola’-Tur, of the ard April, i in discussing the question 
of direct taxation in ‘India, | says this country is in fact long 
accustomed to pay a direct tax. The Moghals used to levy 
the jazia, and the Mahratas levied the chout. But the 
extreme dissatisfaction now caused among the people by | an at- 
tempt at direct taxation is due. to the fact that the rulérs are 
not the permanent residents of the country, and thus what 
ever is taken by them from. the people 1 is a dead loss to the 
country and a cause of its poverty. . What the Moghals and 
the Mahrattas took from the people ultimately found its way 
back into the pockets of the latter. All lucrative appointments 
in‘ the public service are held by Huropeans, and India is 
fleeced by the rulers in all possible ways. In strict justice 
the Government should not take any other’ taxes than the 
land revenue in return for the protection of life and property 
it gives to the people. The revenue demand in the times 
of the Moghals was fixed at one-tenth and was raised by 
the Makrattas to one-fourth. But under the British rule it— 
has risen to one-half. However, it is to be hoped that the 
English will some day, sooner or later, abandon their selfish- 


ness and endeavour to } premete — the interests of India 
and England. Be ol : 


“The Vakil-i-Hindustan, of the 31st: March, is glad | to notice 
ei two natives, Bhai Gurdat Singh, Gulhari, and Lalla Sant 
Ran Supra have sueceeded in’ ‘being appointed as Honoraty* 
Magistrates of Amritsar. -We*have now got about a dozen 
of Honorary Magistrates’ in ‘otir city.’ But we are as yet 
unable” to comprehend on what: principle the Government 


ee 


makes. thase , appoinkwoute : and: with; what, object. -H,, the 
Government appoints .a;men ati Hoporaty: Magisteaten 

the ahjent.of pleasing. shimy.there. ARF thon HAR far racial che 
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is ‘as dangerous as. s to give a dg qadly ‘weapon ‘inte, the hands: of 
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a drtnkard. The’ ‘offetices’ ‘whieh some: under the cognisancs 
of dh Wouoraty ‘Magistrate ‘ate by “no Means slight, and’ ever 
if‘they be ‘80, the didbonsition’ ‘of. justice: ‘is as nach’ ‘hevedsary 
in regard to petty “offenhoes as to heinous ‘orities. - The Gases 
that’ oot up for decision’ Bofors" ‘art ‘Honotiry* Magistrate 
B of evidenée' ald \ océasionally 
of” thie’ avi law. © TA ated 16 tite it Should Bo “Obsérvad 
that: Honbrary’ Magistrates * ‘Tike ‘other: traders! of" the ‘city 
must needs be" ‘cohthiedtddin’ ‘ad variety “of Ways ‘with’ other’ 
jnhabitants: of thé bity. Weg re A dé ovleditots tb ‘soni: and 
debtors'to’ “others: PH LMad Sager VO TAB HOY: — 


F. 


3 pb Man AgOE gad a TEP: srrigtt Ob ghd dQ oO MOG Fa) 
The, Rohbarsir) Lind, of ‘the 8rd ‘hori: says. ‘ted 8 as Sir 
Henry, ‘Davies is. retiring | from. the LientenantGoyernorghip 
of. the. Panjab, a complimentary address, has been, drawn: | up 
for presentation , to His Honour... Bis Honour, is no. doubt 
worthy, of ; praise, for r having done some acts bene eficial. to, the 
natives. Our thanks. are. particularly. due to him, fox having 
appointed some. natives 28, Agsistant, and. J ndigial. Assistant 
Commissioners. The other services, of the. Lieutenant- Gover- 
Nor, .%. reference to some | of, which i is probably. made, i in, the 
addresa, do not. deserve to, be publicly. applande ed... No. prai 


as ate 


can be awarded to him on account of his riots ip, SBR 
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tion with the North-West frontier, as the ey, have not. found 
favour with the Viceroy and the Secretary of Btate. It has 
now become quite 4 custom’ in India for avery. high officiiil to 
be presented 1 with ‘a laudatory address on his’ tetiremént from 
the service. But as it is absurd to believd that:every':one:of 


them is free from faults, indiscriminate praise’ very. largely 
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detracts fron the value of sudh’ addrésses and “degerieratés 


into flattory.. ‘The: Honourable Mr; Egerton; who hay’ sneepateed 
itor for his economical policy,‘should act with’ ‘Wheratity 
and ‘geiierosity’ ix his new 6ffies, if he: ‘wishes’ to ‘see ” 
administration memorable and rege OL Ho OC NT ORE 


Lhe Anion Hak, of the abst March, says in ‘a 


the parties, that whieh was: opposed. +o the ealebration, ‘of the 


assumption of the, imperial title by, Her Majesty by, holding 
a grand pageant at Delhi, and that which was, in fayour of it, 
had not the slightest. idea: at the. time that the poor: trading 
— would have to make goed the costs of the page- 

‘We could not really ‘conceive that, our: ‘Gevernment 
arin has to rule over a vast empire conld.be unaware of. eur 
actual state. But now it is obvious that it has no insight into 
the actual circumstances: of the people. it is as. bad: for,'a 
Government to oppress the people as.it is for.a shepherd, to 
slaughter his flock’ all at once, or for a, cultivator to set fire to 
his crop. <A great deal of unnecessary expenditure..-is + also 
caused to the Government by the Public Works Department. 
An engineer some times haying no work to do tries to’ make 
work in a curious way. He inspects a public. buildin ng ‘and 
reports it to be in need of speedy repairs. All ‘Government 
work is ‘also done by contract, and thus" requires ‘constant 
repairs. The ‘Government should bear. in mind ‘that’ ‘the 
people’ of India are not fnured to diréct taxatjon like the 


peoples « of Europe. ‘The people had as yet hardly recovered 
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meditates inflicting” a second blow. - a trade’ in ‘Thdia”’ are 
already ina very depressed and low state, and ‘while the ‘Go. 
vernment is : anxious to encourage and promote ther, the licénso 
tax fi will have a contrary effect. cc. il hy paid ok. 


Soe ond ies: 


“Tha Cligikonavin Wee; of thie th Masch pa ale the nan 
wal system under ‘which thé nomination of patwaris and zail- 
dara reste with the lambardars: to. ~ objectionable: and: open 


to. abuse. dt is a to 8¢0 theta lambardar will hardly: ever 
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_ assent do ithe: appointment » foe sntain ax fon tv Vor ae kdar 
withoat: ‘rel vinig athandsome brite, and thé:battbt willinatu-: 
rally seek to recoap himself; by! ilepalcexactions from itlid eul- 

tiyators. The office; of -patwari, should. not. be hereditary; 
~o Lhe Kashi: Pdtetka; of the Bist Match; quoting the Piontedr 
to the’ eect that four Hetropémi sportehien of Meerut shot four: 
natives in oa village ‘of: Mewalfarnapar, ‘ironically! itemarke. 
that: Aifal éng finn wilt oy sepeng wit head so Eahepeen ‘chisttiok : 
the fish for ean Br OT Be ABO: a onto on 
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apipdiiting & able riven « of ‘ivdepyendent ehhendtor as thembers of 
niturii¢ipal’ ‘eorfiinithedss “NO Ghovérdment’ officers’ Should be: 
elected meinbérs, ‘becktide It is tripossible t6 expect’ that they 
will éver hive the Woldivess' to disseit: — th ~——, oft as 
epee who is their official ood 
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TGA, OE OT BAMINE, 10 Idehasacosti0g £4 
The | Vita Dhara, of the 2id pin ‘gays that’ sitdd Test 
Wednésday | the Govértinent has’ ‘stopped. thé distribution of 
biéad to the di stiiessed f in the Sholabtit district. ‘The nooéssary 
conséquencs of ‘this illddvised’ imeasuréd is that thén até seen 7 
lyiti¢ on every sidé‘in a precarious state Yor ‘wart of food. 


The Urdu Akhbar (published 3 in Mahrati at Akola), of the 
31st March, ina letter eommunicated by a correspondent from 
Sholapur, complains of the insufficient rations given to the io 
weak and old who are unable work in the poor-house at 
Sholapur. Moreover, an inmate of the poor-house is not 
alléwed'to supplement his ‘instifficient dllowande of food by 
begging alm ix the villave. Hard task work, arid ifsafiiciéitt 
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